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Synopsis

Matt Kramer, longtime Wine Spectator columnist and author of the classic Making Sense series of
wine books, now turns his palate toward ltaly. Though ltalian wine is the most popular wine among
consumers, it remains puzzling to most wine lovers who wouldna ™t know a Barolo from a
Barbaresco. Though shrouded in mystery, ltalian wine has some of the most exciting and affordable
varieties being produced today. Kramer is a trusted companion in the wine store, telling his readers
the essentials: which wines cand ™t be missed, and which are safe to skip. Organized like a
&#147;Shoppera ™s Guide,a « this unique book offers the lowdown on the most dazzling wines in
every price range-their regions, traditions, and which foods to match with them. With Kramera ™s

trademark wit and intelligence, here is an invaluable tool to finding treasures in the local wine shop.
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Customer Reviews

This is the most recent addition to Matt Kramer’s "Making Sense" series of wine books. If you've
read any of the others, you know that the dumbed-down "Making Sense" tag is a bit of a misnomer.
The original Making Sense of Wine is one of the most intellectual wine books ever written, with
thoughtful chapters on the nature of connoisseurship, the importance of typicity of place, and wine’s
changing role at the dinner table throughout history. And then there is Kramer’s rare, inexplicably
out-of-print Making Sense of Burgundy, which costs north of $100 if you can find it... rather like a
prized Burgundy itself.For better or worse, Making Sense of Italian Wine doesn’t continue this

deceptive labeling. It's organized like a buyer’s guide for beginners and indeed Kramer states flatly



in the introduction: "This book is not intended for wine lovers who are already deeply knowledgeable
about Italian wines.... Instead, this book is for relative newcomers to Italian wines. It's for everyone
who has enjoyed a bottle recommended to them in an Italian restaurant and would like a little
guidance about how to go about having another such delicious experience."The majority of the book
consists of overviews of about 40 different types of Italian wine, broken down, for each category,
into a brief history, a list of recommended producers, an overview of the cuisine typically served with
the wines in ltaly, various vital stats, and references to similar wine types. The culinary descriptions
are particularly refreshing because they don’t degenerate into any of the customary voodoo about

what micro-elements in the wine and food "pair" with each other in whatever barely noticeable ways.
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